Abstract

This article analyses the challenges confronting the international community as it tries to
deal with the conflicts in the Broader Horn of Africa through peacekeeping. The
contention of the article is that peacekeeping efforts in the region are undertaken in a
strategic vacuum, thus undermining efforts at resolving the conflicts. Peace operations
deployed across the Broader Horn are not synchronized with the political processes, and
this is exacerbated by five interrelated challenges: the lack of a political framework; the
lack of consent; the issue of protection; the issue of overstretch; and US counter-terrorism
policy. The article concludes by calling for the development of a strategic regional
framework aimed at reconciling national, regional and international interests that are
often in conflict. While deployment of peacekeepers may be part of that framework, it
should not be a substitute for viable political processes.
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